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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group III, including claims 16-18, in the 
reply filed on February 25, 2008, is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oka et al. (US 5,631,609) in view of Funahara et al. (US 2001/0015595). 

With respect to claim 16, Oka teaches a circuit device (13, FIGs. 1-4) comprising: 
a first circuit element (3, FIG. la; col. 7, Ins. 22-25); 

a second circuit element (7, FIG. la; col. 7, Ins. 29-34) electrically connected to 
the first circuit element (col. 7, Ins. 34-38); and 

a sealing resin (col. 8, Ins. 41-51: "molding resin") covering the first and second 
circuit elements (device 13 comprises elements 3 and 7), wherein the first and second 
circuit elements (13) are sealed by enclosing the sealing resin from a gate (40, FIG. 4a; 
col. 8, Ins. 47-51) in a cavity molded with a mold (FIG. 4c), and a distance between the 
first circuit element (3) and the gate (40) is longer than a distance between the second 
(7) circuit element and the gate (40) (FIGs. la and 4a-4c). 
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Although Oka teaches that the first circuit element is a integrated chip including 
an oscillating circuit (col. 7, Ins. 22-25), Oka does not disclose a hollow within the first 
circuit element. Thus, Oka teaches all the limitations of claim with the exception of 
explicitly disclosing wherein the first circuit element has a hollow therein. However, 
Funahara teaches an analogous circuit device with a chip oscillating circuit element (2, 
FIG. 3) having a hollow therein (4, FIG. 3; H [0027]). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the 
teaching of Funahara into the device of Oka, to form the first circuit element with a 
hollow therein, for the purpose of mounting the circuit elements of the integrated circuit 
in the hollow region (H [0030]). 

With respect to claim 17, Oka teaches wherein the gate (40, FIG. 4a) is 
positioned at an edge in a lengthwise region of the sealing resin (FIGs. 4a-4c), and the 
first circuit element (3, FIG. la) is disposed in a vicinity of the edge opposed to the gate 
(40, FIG. 4a). 

With respect to claim 18, Oka teaches wherein the second circuit element (7, 
FIG. 1a) is disposed in a vicinity of a central area of the sealing resin (FIGs. 4a-4c), and 
the first circuit element (3) is disposed in a more peripheral area than the second circuit 
element (7, FIG. la). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abu! Kalam whose telephone number is (571)272-8346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wael M. Fahmy can be reached on 571-272-1705. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. K./ /Phat X Cao/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 281 4 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 281 4 



